A Letter from our Program Director
Greetings Alumni
and friends,
As I take the helm of
the Lake Tahoe
Sports
Medicine
Fellowship, I realize
how dramatic the
faculty has changed
in the past year. We
continue to mourn
the loss of Steve
Bannar and reflect
on
what
a
Robert E. Rupp, MD
significant role he
had in the fellowship imparting so many good
experiences to the alumni. With Keith Swanson
transitioning into retirement another trademark of the
program is missing.
As a founding member of the fellowship Keith has
contributed decades of his career educating and
mentoring fellows. The fellowship is also losing Terry Orr
who provided an amazing variety of sports medicine
knee cases and helped coordinate fellow coverage of US
Ski Team events. Despite these changes I am confident
that the faculty will expand and prioritize the learning
experiences of the fellows.

Fellowship Faculty

The fellowship continues to evolve with new
educational opportunities. The ACGME now allows
fellows to take independent calls without an attending
backup. Our fellows have started this at Barton
Hospital and they are already benefiting from the
decision making process required in this independent
setting. As always, the fellowship welcomes any of the
alumni to return and give an educational presentation
at the weekly fellowship conference. The fellowship
can provide a stipend for those interested alumni to
participate in this type of educational event. Alumni
that have returned and shared their valuable
experiences include Mimi Zumwalt, Aaron Florence,
Hilary Malcarney, Cecilia Pascual-Garrido, Lauren
Hansen, Jason Holm, and Jonathan Hagen. We hope to
see you soon.

Robert Rupp, MD

The best to you all,
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Please mail your donation to:
Lake Tahoe Sports Medicine Fellowship
Attn: Jennifer Locke
P.O. Box 11889
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448
_______________
http://laketahoesportsmed.com/fellowship
email: jlocke@bartonhealth.org

If you would like to designate your donation to be
used for a specific purpose, i.e. research, to attend
a conference, etc., please let us know.

A big thank you...

Our former fellow Michael Cushner, MD has been
extremely generous and contributed a substancial
amount to support the fellowship. Michael participated
in the fellowship in 1999 and currently practices in
Yonkers, New York. Michael wrote that he has “very fond
memories” and is “grateful for the time spent there and
the skills learned.”
_______________
We are actively seeking funds to build
our research capabilities.
Please consider a donation to fund
our abilities. Thank you!

Legacy... Keith Swanson Retires
The fellowship would like to recognize
and appreciate the medical career and
practice of Keith Swanson as he
transitions into retirement. Keith was a
founding member of the fellowship and
became the program director after Randy
Watson retired. Keith was instrumental in
the successful
transition of
the fellowship
becoming
ACGME
accredited years ago and he strengthened
the academic affiliation of the fellowship
with the UNR School of Medicine. Keith
has always been an advocate to progress
the quality of the fellowship and his own
medical practice was recognized for this
when he was voted Doctor of the Year at
Barton Hospital last year.
Dr. Keith Swanson has practiced
orthopedic surgery in Lake Tahoe and the
Carson Valley since 1979.
Dr. Keith Swanson
with Dr. Clint Purvance, CEO

Support the Fellowship
Your tax-deductible donation will help
us continue to grow...

Fall 2019

(ACGME Accredited)

Barton Health
P.O. Box 11889
212 Elks Point Rd., Ste. 200
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Welcome New Fellows ... Barrett Bowlin and Tyson Christensen
William ‘Barrett’
Bowlin, MD
completed his residency
from the University of
Oklahoma. He went to
medical school at Texas
Tech
University
in
Lubbock, Texas.
“I am extremely excited
and grateful to continue
my sports medicine
training in Lake Tahoe.
After learning about this
program, I immediately knew that this is where I wanted to
be. This fellowship is truly unique as it offers the full
spectrum of sports medicine intermixed with trauma and
arthroplasty in an unbeatable location. I have no doubt that
this program will prepare me for my eventual practice as
well as countless memories for my family. I look forward to
the year ahead!”

Tyson Christensen, MD
completed his residency
training at the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minnesota. He
went to medical school at
University of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
“I wanted to match at the
Lake
Tahoe
Sports
Medicine Fellowship for
several reasons. I wanted to
hone my arthroscopic skills
and
sports
specific
surgeries as well as refine
my skills with the broad scope of general orthopedic
surgeries offered by this program. This program also carries
a reputation of excellent mentors who really care about their
fellows and make your time here very fun and enjoyable,
which has already proven to be true in the first few weeks of
arriving here. Getting to travel internationally to cover the
US Ski Team is a huge perk. Lastly, I wanted to go to a
program where fellows get a great case load. Here you get
just that while also being able to enjoy all that Lake Tahoe
has to offer. My family and I were so excited when I matched
to this fellowship. We are really looking forward to a great
year in Lake Tahoe.”

Saying Goodbye ... Chris Carver and Steve Pancio
Chris Carver and Steve Pancio successfully completed their fellowship
July 31, 2019. As you can see in this photo, they became very good friends
while they were here!

Chris Carver returned to Tennessee and joined Watauga Orthopedics in
Johnson City, TN.

Fellows Travel with the US Ski Team
William ‘Barrett’ Bowlin, MD goes to Queensland, New Zealand
Through the fellowship, I was given the opportunity to cover the
Men’s US Olympic Alpine Ski Team in Lake Ohau, New Zealand. It
was an honor to work with such a talented group of professional
athletes including Ted Ligety and Tommy Ford. The trip was truly
amazing and I’m extremely grateful for this experience.

Training course overlooking Lake Ohau,
New Zealand.

River Radamus at the starting gate during training.

Tyson Christensen, MD ventures to Argentina
In Ushuaia, Argentina (also known as el
fin del mundo, which translates to the
end of the world) I had the opportunity
to cover the Alpine B/C US Ski Team
while they practiced at the ski resort
called Cerro Castor. Luckily the worst
injury was a recurrent shoulder dislocation in a coach off the mountain.

Steve Pancio joined Bone and Joint Specialists of Winchester in
Winchester, VA.

‘Stepbrothers’
Steve Pancio (left)
and Chris Carver (right)

At the top of
Cerro Castor viewing
the mountains of
Tierra del Fuego.

Tyson Christensen with the Alpine BC/US Ski Team including coaches and
ski techs.

